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Sarah’s speech

Good evening everyone. My name is Sarah Tezla and I am a school captain at Nyanda State High School. 

Thank you all for coming here this evening to the Brisbane and Ipswich GIDGITS Girls and ICTs event.

Information and communication technologies (ICTs) are one of the essential tools for learning and living in the 21st Century. Yet only 15 to 20 per cent of people in ICTs careers and studies are women.

Several years ago, I joined a girls and ICTs group at my school called Techno G. Techno G is group of girls who meet every Tuesday afternoon to do fun and exciting projects that benefit others, especially girls, in the ICT industry. 

<<Powerpoint: Techno G>>
Before I joined Techno G, I never realised how fun and inspirational using ICTs for learning could be.  

Today, many groups just like Techno G, exist in schools throughout Queensland.

<<Powerpoint: Other schools>>

I would like to thank the Department of State Development and Innovation for funding this GIDGITS event and other events like it throughout Queensland. 

GIDGITS is a state-wide society started in Queensland so that girls can network with other girls interested in ICTs. 

<<Powerpoint: GIDGITS website>>
Our evening will be divided into 3 sessions. In our first session, you will hear from young women who work and study in the ICT industry and have the opportunity to interact with them, you will witness an exciting ICT demonstration and you will hear about some girls and ICTs initiatives that you can be a part of. 

In our second session, the girls will go and do a fun ICT activity while the adults will hear from and interact with women representing a variety of different ICT pathways. 

In our final session, the girls and adults will be escorted to the foyer of the School of Information Technology & Electrical Engineering building where supper will be available and door prizes will be drawn. 

Each of you should have been given a ticket (wave ticket) on your way in. Make sure you keep this with you until the end. You will need your ticket to claim your prize.

Now, you will hear from young women who work or study ICTs. Each one will speak for 3 minutes. After four people have spoken, you will have the opportunity to ask these young women your questions. So make sure you are thinking of questions to ask… as, you never know, there may be prizes available for good questions.

We will now hear from our first 3-minute speaker, Rebecca Dorries who is representing Griffith University.

<<Rebecca speaks>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 3 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

<<Speaker 1. finishes>>
Thank you Rebecca. Our next speaker, Nicole Lee, is studying ICTs at Southbank Institute of TAFE.

<<Nicole speaks>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 3 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

<<Speaker 2. finishes>>
Thank you Nicole. I would now like to welcome high school student, Angela Chan from All Hallows.

<<Angela speaks>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 3 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

<<Speaker 3. finishes>>
Thank you Angela. Please welcome Dale Dittman from Toowoomba State High School.

<<Dale speaks>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 3 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

<<Speaker 4. finishes>>
Please join with me in thanking our first set of role models.

We are now launching into our 2 question quiz segment. Each role model will answer two questions in 30 seconds or less. Following this, we will have a few minutes where you can ask our expert panel some questions … so think hard about what you would like to ask.

Rebecca, What or who caused you to become interested in ICTs?

If you were a cartoon character, who would you be and why?

Nicole, What are 3 reasons for high school students to consider an ICT course?

What do you enjoy doing most with ICTs?

Angela, What movie star would you most like to meet?

What is one misconception that people have about girls in ICTS?

Dale, what is your favourite flavour of icecream?

Why do you think there are not more women in ICT careers?

Thank you all. Okay audience. Now, it is over to you. Please put up your hand if you have a question. Julie and Robyn have 2 roving microphones. They will come to you when you raise your hand. There may even be a special prize for you if you ask a good question.

<<ALLOW NO MORE THAN 5 MINUTES FOR QUESTION TIME>>

Thanks so much for your questions everyone and thank you to our role models for answering them. (role models go back to their seats). We will now commence our next role models session. Please welcome Erica Glynn from the University of Queensland. 

<<ERICA SPEAKS>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 3 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

<<Speaker 5. finishes>>

Thank you Erica. Next we will hear from Jess Quittner representing QANTM.

<<JESS SPEAKS>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 3 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

<<Speaker 6. finishes>>

Thank you Jess. I would now like to welcome Sandra Vaughn who studies at QUT. If Sandra looks a little familiar to you, it is probably because she is one of the latest stars in QUT’s television commercials. 

<<COMMERCIAL PLAYS>>

<<SANDRA SPEAKS>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 3 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

<<Speaker 7. finishes>>

Thank you Sandra. Our last role model for this segment is Katie Doney who is representing Queensland Apprenticehip Services. 

<<KATIE SPEAKS>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 3 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

<<Speaker 8. finishes>>

It’s time for our role models 2 question quiz.

Erica, What is the last movie you saw in a movie theatre?

What would cause more girls to become interested in ICT courses?

Jess, What is your favourite dessert?

Name three reasons for high school students to consider an ICT course?

Sandra, Where would the company you work for be without you?

What is your favourite all-time TV show?

Katie, What is your favourite day of the week and why?

What are the benefits of an ICTs career?

Thank you all. It is over to you again. Please put your hand up if you have a question. 

<<ALLOW NO MORE THAN 5 MINUTES FOR QUESTION TIME>>

Thanks so much for your questions everyone and thank you to our role models. (role models go back to their seats). 

I would now like to introduce to you Mike Addicott from Digital Diversity. Last year, Mike ran free multimedia workshops for high school girls in locations right across Queensland. Mike is now going to bedazzle us with a fun multimedia demonstration that might give you some ideas for an ICT project that you would like to do at school or at home. I would like to warmly welcome Mike Addicott.

<<STAND UP WHEN TIME IS UP. MIKE HAS 15 MINS MAX>>

That was great. Thanks Mike. I would now like to introduce, Julie from Women in Technology.

<<Julie speaks for maximum time of 3 minutes. STAND WHEN TIME IS UP>>

<<SHOW WIT WEBSITE ON DATA PROJECTOR>>

Thanks, Julie, for telling us about the WIT scholarship program. What a great opportunity this is for a year 12 girl! 

I would now like to invite Colleen Stieler to the stage to take on the 30 second challenge. Colleen Stieler is a senior project officer for Education Queensland and is part of the organising committee for this event.

(Colleen walks to the stage. Colleen says:
Hi everyone.)

Colleen, are you ready to take on the 30 second challenge?

(Colleen says:
Uh-huh.)

Okay then. Colleen, I am going to give you 3 lots of 30 seconds to show us through different websites about girls and ICTs. Okay?

(Colleen says:
Let’s go!)

Your 30 seconds starts now!  (Sarah starts the stopwatch)

(Colleen goes through the gidgits website for 30 seconds. When time is up.. Sarah says)

Time is up! Ready for the next website?

(Colleen: yep)

Time starts…. Now. (sets stopwatch)

(Colleen demonstrates the girls withit website www.girlswithit.det.qld.gov.au. When time is up… Sarah says)
Time is up! You are doing well! Now for the final website…. Time starts…. Now! (Sarah sets stopwatch)

(Colleen demonstrates 3rd website. www.learningplace.com.au/ea/gicts)
Thank you Colleen for showing us these excellent girls and ICTs websites created in Queensland. (Colleen returns to the audience). I don’t know about you… but I’ll certainly be checking them out when I get home!

I would now like to call on Tanja Obstoj who is an Education Adviser in ICTs for the Mt Gravatt District. Tanja is also a part of the organizing committee that organized this event. 

(Tanja talks briefly about the evaluation forms, door prizes and shows sample bags. Tanja asks students, workshop coordinators and helpers to leave.)

<<ALLOW TIME FOR STUDENTS TO LEAVE>>

While the girls are at their fun ICT activity, you will have the opportunity to hear from a secondary school ICT Head of Department, people representing local universities and other ICT career pathways. I introduce to you, Lynn McDonald who is ICT Head of Department at Narangba Valley State High School.

<<LYNN SPEAKS FOR 4 MINUTES.>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 4 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

Thank you Lynn. I would now like to welcome Kaylene Clayton from Griffith University.

<<KAYLENE SPEAKS FOR 4 MINUTES>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 4 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

Thanks Kaylene. Next we will hear from Bev Childs who is representing TAFE.

<<BEV SPEAKS FOR 4 MINUTES>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 4 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

Thank you Bev. Please welcome Lorna McDonald from the University of Queensland.

<<LORNA SPEAKS FOR 4 MINUTES>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 4 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

It’s time for our speakers’ to have their… 2 question quiz!

Lynn, Why do you think there are not more women in ICT careers?

What movie star would you most like to meet?

Kaylene, what is your favourite conversation topic at a dinner party?

What would cause more girls to be interested in ICT courses?

Bev, what tv show can you not miss each week?

What qualifications do you need to get into tafe ICT courses?

Lorna, what type of movie would you most like to star in?

What do you enjoy most with ICTs?

Thank you all. It is now over to the audience. Please raise your hand if you have a question for Lynn, Kaylene, Bev or Lorna. 

<<QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE>> NO MORE THAN 5 MINUTES

Thank you all for your questions. (Role models go back to their seats) We now have our final 3 speakers for this section. I would like to invite Cherie Stratford from QANTM to speak with you.

<<CHERIE SPEAKS FOR 4 MINUTES>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 4 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

Thank you Cherie. It is now time to hear from Joanne Healy from QUT.

<<JOANNE SPEAKS FOR 4 MINUTES>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 4 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

Thank you Joanne. Our final speaker for this evening is Felicity Bubb who is representing Queensland Apprenticeship Services.

<<FELICITY SPEAKS FOR 4 MINUTES>>

<<STAND UP WHEN 4 MINUTES ARE UP>> COLLEEN TO SIT BESIDE SARAH

Thank you Felicity. Cherie, Joanne and Felicity it’s time for your… 2 question quiz!

Cherie, what is the first thing you think of when you wake up in the morning ?

What do you most enjoy about your job?

Joanne, what is on your computer desktop?

What would cause more girls to be interested in ICT courses?

Felicity, what is your favourite time of year?

What are 3 reasons for high school girls to consider doing an ICT traineeship?

Thank you all. Now is your last opportunity to ask our expert speakers your questions. Please raise your hand if you have a question. 

<<ALLOW NO MORE THAN 5 MINUTES FOR QUESTION TIME>>

Thanks so much for your questions everyone and thank you to our speakers. (speakers go back to their seats). 

This part of our program is drawing to a close. We would ask you to please fill an evaluation form. There is a box for them to be collected at the door. After completing the evaluation form, please walk to the general purpose south building for supper. The girls will join us there when their activity finishes. We will then have the door prize draws. Make sure you have your ticket ready. 

If you wish to talk to someone from Griffith University, QANTM, Queensland Apprenticeship Services, Queensland University of Technology, TAFE or the University of Queensland, each of these groups has a stall setup at our mini-tradeshow. So please go, over and have a chat. 

Thank you all for coming this evening. We hope that you have found the program to be interesting and enjoyable. We look forward to seeing you at the General Purpose South building for supper, mini-tradeshow and door prize draws. 

Don’t forget to leave your evaluation sheet at the door on your way out. Please follow Tanja, Sharee and Colleen to the General Purpose South building. Thank you and good night. 

AT THE ITEE BUILDING…

<<PROMOTE TRADESHOW STALLS>>

<<THANK ALL SPONSORS 
AND HELPERS>>

<<DO DOOR PRIZE DRAWS>>

