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Girls who are considering a career in IT or who are in the process of deciding on their future profession are strongly encouraged to attend the GIGDGITS UQ Event for Girls at the University Of Queensland.  The event will be held on 28 July 2004 from 6.30 to 9.30pm at the Hawken building’s lecture theatre 1.  The event is not only aimed at school aged girls but also parents, teachers, careers counsellors and guidance officers will find this an informative event. 

ICTs career women will provide girls with an insight into the industry. Universities, TAFE, private training providers and apprenticeship services will advise girls on the full range of post-school options in the ICTs industry. Secondary school teachers will advise girls to take full advantage of ICTs subjects available to them in schools.  

This will be one of many events that many of Queensland’s leading IT organisations and tertiary education institutions are uniting to stage throughout Queensland to make information and communication technologies (ICTs) more attractive to school-age girls.  

Tanja Obstoj, Education Advisor for Education Queensland Mt Gravatt District said the GIDGITS (Girls Into Doing Great Information Technology Society) ICTs Events for Girls were helping dispel myths that discourage girls from thinking about careers in the field.

“While women comprise 55 per cent of all university enrolments, less than one in five enrollees in IT and computing courses is female.  Women comprise only 20 per cent of Australia’s ICTs workforce.” Ms Obstoj said.

“The events aim to address these discrepancies by dispensing with the misconceptions about IT: that it is a job only for men, that it is just for the technologically minded, and that it requires detailed computer knowledge to enter.”

“The truth is that the ICTs industry can provide rewarding and lucrative careers for modern women who may not have previously considered working there.  We hope the events act as catalysts to influence and encourage people to think about ICTs as providing valuable career options to girls.”

Funding for the events has come from the ICT Skills, Training and Role Models (i-STAR) Program run by the Department of State Development and Innovation and is supported by the Department of State Development and Innovation, Education Queensland, Association of Independent Schools of Queensland, Australian Computer Society, Coretech, Digital Diversity, Griffith University, Microsoft Education, Office for Women, QANTM, Queensland Apprenticeship Services, Queensland Teachers’ Union, Queensland University of Technology, TAFE Queensland, The University of Queensland, Association of Women Educators and Women in Technology.

Date: July 28, 2004, 6:30 - 9:30 pm

Location: Hawken building - Lecture theatre 1, University of Queensland, St Lucia.

Aimed at: School-aged girls, parents, teachers, careers counsellors,guidance officers.

Contact : Tanja Obstoj PH: 3422 8316:     Register at www.gidgits.org

