NEWS RELEASE

Schools encourage girls into IT roles

Year eight, nine and ten girls across Queensland are the focus of a combined effort by educators and industry to showcase professional IT career opportunities.

Seminars promoting studies and careers in Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) are being run as part of an ongoing campaign to attract girls into what is currently a male-dominated industry.

Project coordinator Ms Colleen Stieler said there had been a lot of concern about the lack of interest girls had shown in ICT studies.

“Female participation in ICT subjects and courses in secondary, vocational and higher education is significantly lower than male in Queensland,” Ms Stieler said.

“Boys outnumber girls by three to one in the popular Information and Processing Technology subject offered to Queensland’s year 11 and 12 students and it’s a similar ratio in other states.

“Local networks involving industry, primary and secondary schools, universities and other tertiary institutions as well as state and local governments have taken on the challenge of increasing the participation of girls in ICT studies.

“The State Government initiative through its i-STAR project aims to develop sustainable networks for girls and ICT by giving girls the opportunity to discover first-hand the career pathways that can open through these study choices.

“Events in major provincial towns and cities throughout Queensland have created a forum for girls to discover more about life in the ICT world and allowed them to interact directly with women professionals involved in these industries.

“Now there is to be a major focus for secondary school girls, educators and parents in the Brisbane metro region,” Ms Stieler said.

Young women involved in ICT studies and ICT industries will be speaking with girls representing Brisbane secondary schools at a free For Girl’s Eyes Only afternoon tea seminar at Cavendish Road State High School hall on Thursday 11 September from 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm.

This seminar will be followed up with a breakfast for parents, teachers, career counsellors and guidance officers on Wednesday 8 October from 7.30 am to 9.30 am.

The cost of the breakfast seminar, also at Cavendish Road State High School, is $5.50.

More information can be obtained from www.learningplace.com.au 

 “Overall, only 20 per cent of Queensland’s current ICT students and employees are females,” Ms Stieler said.

“We’re hopeful that the chance to rub shoulders with some of the women successfully involved in ICT might spark a greater desire in young girls to pursue studies and employment in these dynamic industries,” she said.
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