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Dear 

Girls and young women are under-represented in ICTs courses and the ICT industry.  Research clearly shows that girls are not choosing careers and studies involving ICTs.  Typically the participation rate of Australian girls and women in Information Communication Technologies courses at tertiary level is between 10 and 30 percent. 
The Queensland Government has recognized these deficiencies and aims to change attitudes amongst parents, teachers and students regarding girls’ participation in ICTs.  This project aims to increase interaction between the education sector and the ICTs industry along with increasing awareness of ICTs career and industry opportunities.

GIRLS AND ICTS EVENTS FOR STUDENTS/PARENTS/TEACHERS
Eight locations across Queensland have been chosen to run two events centered around creatin opportunities for girls and young women in ICT.  Toowoomba will host:

· An afternoon where girls (Year 7 – 10) can experience ICTs; and

· A parent teacher breakfast where participants can investigate opportunities for girls (Year 7 – 10) in ICTs.
Refer to attached flyers for further detail.

SQIT – LAUNCH OF “GIRLS WITH IT” WEBSITE
Students from Gold Coast Institute of TAFE has been embraced by Queensland Government to entice 15 – 18 year old women into ICT training and industry.  The “Girls With IT” website provides links, a discussion forum, a career finder, a course guide and information on scholarsips, traineeships, IT and other interactive resources.  For further information visit the website www.girlswithit.det.qld.gov.au .

Yours sincerely
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Mrs Dale Dittman (IT Teacher – Wilsonton Campus)

Local Co-ordinator

Girls and ICTs Events Committee Meeting

Contact Details:

Wilsonton Campus – Toowoomba SHS

School Phone No:  4639 0444

Mobile Phone No:  0407 360 375

Mr Barry Dittman

Director – TMSCE

Mobile Phone No:  0407 172 260
Current partners in this initiative are:


Education Queensland


Association of Women Educators


Women in Technology


Department of Education and Training


GIDGITS  (Girls Into Doing Great IT Society)


Queensland Society for Information Technology in Education


TAFE Queensland


Universities
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