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Liz is currently employed as a curriculum writer in State 

Values Education Team, Queensland Department of Education, 

Training and the Arts, and prior to this worked as a Senior 

Education Officer in the Middle Phase of Learning, Curriculum 

Division.  She holds a substantive teaching position at Buranda 

State School, Brisbane, where philosophy is taught throughout.   

 

Liz has a Level Two Teacher Educator Certificate in 

philosophy and has extensive experience in the presentation of 

in-service programs on the teaching of philosophy in the 

classroom.  She has completed a Master in Education at 

Griffith University focusing on philosophical inquiry with 

middle phase learners. 

 

 

 

This article aims to provide teachers and educators with a 

theoretical overview of the Philosophy in Schools program and 

practical strategies with which to engage students in philosophical 

inquiry in the classroom.  Discussion focuses on the philosophical 

exploration of the concept of peace with students in a Year 4/5/6 

classroom at Buranda State School where philosophy underpins 

all curriculum from Prep through to Year 7.  Examples of the 

studentsô questions, comments and analogies have been included. 

 

Buranda State School is a small inner-city primary school with a 

student population of approximately 220 and a predominantly 

multi-age structure.  It is world renowned for its exceptionally 

successful implementation of the Philosophy in Schools program 

over the past 12 years for which it has won many awards.  The 

school provides in-service training on the teaching of philosophy in 

the classroom, for teachers and educators in Queensland, other 

states of Australia and overseas. 

 

 

The Philosophy in Schools program 

The Philosophy in Schools program in Australia developed from 

the Philosophy for Children program created in the late 1960s by 

Professor Matthew Lipman who was then a Professor of 

Philosophy at Columbia University.  Lipman was greatly influenced 

by the work of John Dewey, well known philosopher of education.  

Dewey held the view that learning to think is fundamental to the 

lives of all students, and schools should aim to encourage the 

studentsô development of independent thought through the 

process of collaborative inquiry.  He also believed that community 

is linked to democracy; thus educational programs and pedagogy 

centering on the development of community would contribute to 

the growth of democracy.  Deweyôs views are reflected in the work 

of Lipman (Cam, 2006; Dewey, 1916; Lipman, 2004).  Matthew 

Lipmanôs inquiry-based model draws on philosophy as a vehicle to 

engage students in practice of inquiry, whereas Deweyôs model 

was grounded in experimental science (Cam, 2006, p. 7). 

 

Lipmanôs model was also influenced by the theoretical implications 

of the work of educational psychologist, Lev Vygotsky who is 

known for his theory called the zone of proximal development 

which is ñdefined by the difference between what a student can do 

unaided and what he or she can do with prompting or with 

scaffolding provided by an adult, or by more competent peersò 

(Cam, 2006, p. 10). 

 

Vygotsky believed that social and intellectual development are 

linked to the internalisation of social interactions (Burgh, Field and 

Freakley, 2006; Vygotsky, 1978).  Cam (1995) stated that a logical 

 

The philosophical exploration of peace in a Year 4/5/6 classroom 

©
 L

e
s
le

y
 H

ig
h

, 
2

0
0

2
, W

IL
P

F
 

15 


